Unexpected blood clot-induced acute airway obstruction in a patient with inactive pulmonary tuberculosis during lumbar spine surgery in the prone position--a case report.
Airway obstruction is always a life-threatening event, and it must be recognized and managed immediately. We report an instance of acute airway obstruction associated with hemoptysis in an elderly patient with inactive advanced pulmonary tuberculosis (TB) while undergoing spine surgery. Airway obstruction was highly suspected in consequence of postural change because immediate resolution was rewarded after reversion of the position from prone to supine. The chest surgeon consulted intraoperatively did a fiberoptic bronchoscopy and found that the blood was mainly surging from the branching bronchus of right lower lobe, and thus the source of bleeding was confirmed. Hence, in this presentation we discuss the contributory factors which led to the occurrence of hemoptysis and the appropriate perioperative management of this kind of airway obstruction.